PREFACE, -

The play Tapatisamyarany (asirs) derives its name
_from Tapati and Samvarana, the heroine and hero. The plot
of the play is taken from the story of Samvarana, the father
_ of Kueu and busband of Tapati deseribed in chapters171-173

of the Sdipm-\a of the Mahibhirata.

The edition of the drama is based on fonr “manuscripts
2 or 3 centuries old obtained fiom the Palace Inprary. The
variants of the marnseripts which ave denated by the letters
¥, @ and v, ave shown at the foot of the pages. The comm-
entary published along with 1) ¢ text 1s based en one mannseript
which {s almost correct;and hike the test 15 noted for its high
literary excell'nces. In fact, we may safely assert that, of
the tnany commentaries of Kiivyas that we know of, thero is
none_that can compare with this

The King Knlasehhara Varma, vuler of Mnhodayapura
and “ the best of the descendants of the Keraln famly” is,
as stated in the prelude, the author of thic drama  Tle was
an ardent admirer of “the Paramahamsas™ (asceties of tbo
highest order) That the anthor was a staunch devoteo of
God Vishnu s evident from the last versa of the play ex-
pressing a longing for eomplete dovohion towards God
“Sridlisra” as well ns fromthe commentator’s referonce fo bim
as “Paramablifeavath”.  Therw 1s another commentary to this
drama and to Subhadia-dhananjaya, avother work of the

. same author. Its function 13 merely to explain the snggestive
significances (#737rY) of the expressions and passages of the
play. The latter commentary (sarweara) is aliuded to in the

. second verse of the above mentioned comizentary, thus:—
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The author of tho Vyangpa vahhva (saga=acar) mabes
the following observation by way of mtlodncuou, —_—
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From {neaboveremarh 161 gudent that o w ~uthor was
a king of the counf1y of Keralvand that Mikiodaypura was 1
aity that could be 1enched from Parameswuamnglim by
rivet called Churm It s genct uly } nawa that what 1scalled
Mahodaypuia 13 nons other than the pre cut ¢ Tiravanch &
Lalew , 2 1iilige wewr Kodungallur in the Cochm state wd
ihat tho rver Guorpris what 1snow I nonn as P nyar As for
the plice Paramess wamingnlun mentioned m the wntroduc-
tory stinzas of the Vyangyuy hhya (&x3emca) b might
hive teen the home of the Brahmm author of the std
Vyweyavy thhy v (gEgrawm)  fou the  lomes of the
Numbudig Biahmir s of hugh de cent have becn hnow u undet
such appdllutions for example Desvmingdim Davwy wne
mwgdun Se Whare trat jhwe 1 now fs be found,
what othet nym 1t Th 10y~ sunel wmdifany  deseendant
of the con mentwto stl Tyes fro v whom perhaps the date of
hus ancestor (e contaoporuy £ hudisebhac Varw, mught
bo ascert uned —the @ huve becn mch wquired aftor bat
no dehinte wnformatior Y as b n obtuned * but fiom the

* MyfreniTrunan hur kot 1 myuri of hod b llar ty vhomate
fertr ew 12l V nmeawutt) sty Fa rerledss follow —Accord:gin
IoaltmIton Ya de Bt wvitlen tt v FYCH oIt rs jayrand sBafm
by name T 1a who wastoletter thar 2 coort jester flonr st 11 thew d hong
Rlekl ree o Falotad latterasalo sidto Yavwe compesed 1hama
ale ttlesmwlh It Mara 1oy Ittspo Yetharth T la mglt base
Venthtauttorofth V4 2 sakl a
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Vyangyavyikhya (FaRgsawewr); we can Sec that jts zuthor-
was a confidant of the king Kulusel\mm, Dt not very lea ned
Fiom these facls, we can infer - that the author of antx-
samvarant 1> the same as the hing Kul:sekbara who 13 ]‘no“n
in the St Vaihnavait Tamil literature as KuIaseLharalwnr
and honoured as one of the greatest of the Vaishnava Saints;
for the reason thatboth of them w ero hngs of thesame conntry
as well as devotees of God Vishnu, That Vanchilkalum was
the mother-land of Klasokhaidlwar is tostified i)v tha {ollov-
ing quotations tiken from the Tamil Pl “l.bandh'm of 81l

Vedintadesika. - " -
Qurérgymsyd Capgalessler mr‘r@dq;igi,&gzﬂfﬁ
& wqﬁa‘ssﬂi@po@ma} gy Ger r/meu(gw:réir Ge-
m@u/r,fu G&VIU’\@‘&&W@NF Gu@mlrvlm{mty.lunlr SusH
Ul EGRUGEEGY tustom udn Gmsﬁ’@mﬂrf’u Qausir
Gfoé,&,a; sgm&'u,fu Qorerer /Emoull@s‘lf G’cFﬂQ'IrG‘wﬂlﬁ
Arompns urcB aer s Grmcyra;as@err Goir s £Cu’
(Jlurb/z arrib o)

-~ The swmoe Vanchibkalam with ﬂm pxeﬁx“Tm\ for Sn
becomes Tiruvanchihlalam identified with the ancxcnt Mullo .
dayapura.

The date of the author is not cxactly known; but this
much is certain that ha flowished later than Dhananjaya,
the author of Dasmipika, who lived in the latter part of the
10th centuty 4. v., tor the author.of the Vyangyavyikhyn
fFnemirny, whe v o rienponoy - o Readwsthlat s,
makes references to Dasarfipaha mn Ins commentary. /The -
prelude diccloses that onr anthor las wistten 2 Kind of jrose
work (mn) called Aech'\n awanpan Trom {his work, the
pagsage “TRERT TITURAT 15 quoted in the commentary of
Amarahosa named  Tikdsarvasva @mmicd) when the word;
Kusala (77) 15 annotated llm I'ust Kaoda, The anthor of
Tikdsarvaivavie, \uml;-wlntlyabmuvmmh (Tawdmmatns) in
the course of treating the passage, “&% gamra 3 am,” gives the
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aumber of the Saka and Kali yeo as follows :—
. “p SriRrTRR TR (1031 ke TR
aPfi T TR (4 260) st g
This date corresponds to the year 1130 of the Christian Lia.
So the dato of our author must be somewhere between the
latter part of the 10th century and the early pavt of the 12:h
century.

Tradition assigns the Kali-year 1680 (1422, », £) as tho
date of Rulasckharalwar mentioned in the Tamil Prabandhas.
If this dute is to be nccepted, our author Kulasekbara Varma
cannot be the same as the Kulasek¥Waralwar but might be bis
descendant.

As regards tho date and home of Sisarima, the author
of the commentary published in this volume, very little is
known, except that he has written a commentary of éqn:al
merit on Subbadridhananjaya also, which, with the commen-
tary, will be published a= onc of this Sansknt Series,

Trivandrum, T, GANADPATI SASTRL
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